
 

18/0789/RES Approval of details relating to appearance, landscaping, layout and scale for 219 
dwellings, pursuant to planning permission Ref: 12/0802/OUT  |  Tithebarn Green Monkerton 
Exeter 

 
6th July 2018  
 

Dear Matt 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this planning application. The current RM proposals clearly 

require some improvement to meet policy requirements, as set out below. 

 

Cycle Parking 

● The submitted plans indicate that no cycle parking will be provided for plots 233 – 239, or for plots 

196 -201, 218 – 223 and 273 – 278 (i.e. the apartment blocks) 

● Access to cycle parking within rear gardens of plots 181 – 194  will require people to navigate a series 

of steps. This is not convenient, practical or easily accessible, and is therefore not acceptable; 

● Most plots appear to have access to the rear garden via narrow ‘alleyways’ formed between the 

fencing dividing up back gardens. We are concerned these are not sufficiently wide to be able to 

manoeuvre a bicycle through, and also are unlikely to be acceptable from a ‘Secure by Design’ 

perspective. 

We recommend that dwelling types are revised to incorporate bicycle storage integral to the fabric of the 

building, which can be securely locked but easily accessed from the street (see examples at appendix A). If this 

is not possible, freestanding storage must be provided at the front of dwellings, perhaps using space currently 

given over to on-plot car parking. Consideration could also be given to the provision of regularly spaced 

communal storage if good on-plot provision cannot be provided, with the promotion and long-term 

management of this linked to the Travel Plan. 

In line with the hierarchy of modes, which prioritises pedestrian and cycle movements above those of private 

vehicles, it is essential that sufficient good quality cycle parking should be provided to meet the needs of every 

dwelling, meeting the numerical standards of the Sustainable Transport SPD and taking into account the 

Devon County Council cycle parking design guide. 
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Site Access from Tithebarn Link Road 

The main access to the site is not acceptable as it does not give priority to pedestrians and cyclists. This is 

particularly important as Tithebarn Link Road provides an important link between the E4 route at 

Cumberland Way and the Science Park/Growth Point to the east. It is therefore essential that the access is 

revised. We suggest the revised access proposed from Gipsy Hill Lane to Linden’s Sandrock scheme (appendix 

B1), or the accesses under construction at the Heritage Homes  scheme on Topsham Road (appendix B2), may 

be suitable here. 

Provision of Shared Path on Primary Street 

In order to better define the primary road and ensure it is properly linked into the wider shared path network 

for less confident cyclists and those with mobility scooters, prams etc, we suggest that at least one side of the 

road should have a 3m wide shared path. According to the current plans, only 2m wide footways are proposed. 

Connections to surrounding areas 

The 3.5m wide shared path connections are welcome. However, the Section 38 adoption plans do not indicate 

what, if any, control barriers will be put in place to prevent vehicles blocking or attempting to use the paths. 

To avoid an inappropriate ‘chicane’ style barrier being fitted later on (as has happened on other housing 

estates in Exeter), we suggest a simple bollard is used and that the design and location of this is agreed now 

and indicated on the adoption plans. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
Seb James 

for and on behalf of: 

EXETER CYCLING CAMPAIGN 

___________________________________ 

exetercyclingcampaign.org.uk 

Twitter: @ExeterCycling 

Facebook: ExeterCyclingCampaign 

 

Cc: Lloyd.Orriel@devon.gov.uk, 
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Appendix A: Examples of on plot parking/storage that is easily accessed from the street and can accommodate cycles 
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Appendix B1: Approved site access for Linden Home’s Sandrock scheme  - also in Monkerton - with priority for 

pedestrians and cyclists 
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Appendix B2: Access to Heritage Homes scheme off Topsham Road, with priority to pedestrians and cyclists at crossing 
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